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Introduction

Between 1540 and 1759, the Society of Jesus administered an extensive network of
educational institutions in Portugal. These institutions were mainly devoted to hu-
manities, philosophy, and theological disciplines. However, the Portuguese Jesuits
also made significant contributions to disciplines such as astronomy, astrology, navi-
gation, optics, mathematics, military architecture, hydraulics, cartography, physics,
and more. Although the scientific practice of the Jesuits in Portugal did not reach
the same heights as their counterparts in other European countries, the Portuguese
members of the Society were often the most capable practitioners and sometimes
the pioneers in these fields. 
   Scholarly interest in Jesuit science is not a new phenomenon. However, the past
thirty years have witnessed a major shift in the focus of Jesuit studies towards the sci-
entific activity of the Society of Jesus in the Portuguese Assistancy. Scholarly under-
standing of Jesuit science has been enriched by recent work, built in turn on pio-
neering studies done since the 1930s. This transformation is a result of important de-
velopments in international historiography and the emergence of a new generation
of historians of science, who are less constrained by the ideological moulds that had
hindered their predecessors. For a long time, an anti–clerical and particularly anti–
Jesuit bias had affected the interpretation of historical events, leading to a lack of at-
tention being paid to the scientific endeavours of the Jesuits in Portugal. However,
due to recent developments in scholarship, there has been a significant increase in
studies on Jesuit scientific activity. The scientific field has been broadened. The bibli-
ography here presented clearly shows this important change in the field of Jesuit
studies both thematically and methodologically. Many of these studies include pre-
viously unthinkable and overlooked topics in the history of science.
   The present bibliography focuses on texts published after 1993 that are relevant to
the study of scientific topics in the Portuguese Assistancy. It offers a glimpse into the
rich history of Jesuit scientific tradition, incorporating a wide variety of materials,
like articles, books, book reviews, dissertations, chapters, conference proceedings,
blog texts, online resources, and more. 
   While composing this bibliography, we excluded works that could not be directly
associated to scientific thought. However, we did not ignore relevant works from
other fields. In fact, the relationship between scientific activity and philosophy is so
deep that it is impossible to make a clearcut division between the two. As a result,
we have included relevant  works  in philosophy,  theology,  cultural,  architectural
studies, and other areas to provide a more comprehensive understanding of Jesuit
scientific thought. We have also included some general works that we considered
important for our purpose.
 Although this bibliography begins in the 1990s, we cannot forget some ground-
breaking studies that preceded this new  wave of research.  In primis, in the 1970s,

4



J E S U I T S  A N D  S C I E N C E  I N  T H E  P O R T U G U E S E  A S S I S T A N C Y

Luís de Albuquerque, in his seminal text on the Aula da Esfera, or the Class on the
Sphere, highlighted the crucial role of Jesuits in the teaching of mathematics at the
College of Santo Antão.1 Before him, we cannot forget Father João Pereira Gomes’
study on Jesuit libraries.2 In 1945, Pereira Gomes made visible the extensive collec-
tions of scientific books held within Jesuit libraries in Lisbon and shed light on a
previously unknown story. This story revolves around the dissemination in Portugal
through the Jesuit network of “controversial” books written by scientists like New-
ton and Descartes. Equally important are the studies of Maurício Gomes dos Santos,
Francisco  Rodrigues,  and  António  Alberto  Banha  de  Andrade,  who studied  the
teaching of mathematics in Portuguese Jesuit colleges between the 1930s and 1950s.3

   Despite its shortcomings, the following bibliography aims to consolidate existing
knowledge and catalyze new research. Especially, because there is still much archival
research, as well as technical inspection of known works, to be carried out. 

1 Luís de Albuquerque, “A ‘Aula da Esfera’ do colégio de Santo Antão no século XVII.”  Anais da
Academia Portuguesa de História 21 (1972): 335–391. 
2 João Pereira Gomes, S.J., “As antigas livrarias dos Jesuitas em Lisboa.” Brotéria 40, no. 2 (1945): 153–
161. 
3 Domingos Maurício Gomes dos Santos,  “Os jesuítas e o ensino das matemáticas em Portugal.”
Brotéria 21–22 (1935–1936): 257–266, 395–410; António Alberto Banha de Andrade, “Antes de Vernei
nascer... O Padre Cristóvão Borri lança, nas escolas, a primeira grande reforma científica.” Brotéria 40
(1945): 369–379; Francisco Rodrigues, História da Companhia de Jesus na Assistência de Portugal, 4 vols.
Porto: Livraria Apostolado da Imprensa, 1931–1950.
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Roteiros portugueses dos séculos XV e XVI (Manuscritos)

No. 8 - Inês Bénard & Juan Acevedo
The Stars of Indian Ocean Arab Navigation

No. 9 – Nuno Vila–Santa
Jan Huygen van Linschoten (1563-1611): An Annotated Bibliography

No. 10 – Joana Lima
Modern Editions of Portuguese Maritime Literature: A Bibliography

71

https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TN10-Joana-Lima.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/vila-santa_tn9.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/acevedo_benard_tn8.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/giurgevich_tn7.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/lacerda_moreno_madrid_tn6.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/lacerda_moreno_madrid_tn6.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/moreno_madrid_tn5.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/moreno_madrid_tn5.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/vila-santa_tn4.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/salomoni_tn3_.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/salomoni_tn3_.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/benard_acevedo_tn2_v2-1.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/benard_acevedo_tn2_v2-1.pdf
https://rutter-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/giurgevich_tn1-1.pdf

	—. [Golvers 2018c] “A ray of light on private mathematical culture in Coimbra in the mid–17th century: Francisco Pereira de la Cerda († 1656).” Revista Filosófica de Coimbra 27, no. 53 (2018) 65–76.
	Pina, Isabel Murta.
	—. [Pina 2013b] “Um ‘curioso de mãos’: Tomás Pereira, artífice na Corte de Kangxi (1673–1708).” In Vir bonus peritissimus aeque: estudos de homenagem a Arnaldo do Espírito Santo, edited by Maria Cristina Pimentel and Paulo Farmhouse Alberto, 817–824. Lisboa, Portugal: Centro de Estudos Clássicos, 2013.

